Political dynasties-members of the same family occupying elected positions sequentially for the same position or simultaneously across different positions-have become a common feature in many developing countries with democratic political systems. In the Philippines, for instance, political dynasties are prevalent in poorer regions, which lead to the following query: does poverty bring about political dynasties, or do political dynasties engender poverty? Using an instrumental variable technique to analyze metrics on political dynasties, we find strong evidence that poverty entrenches political dynasties but weak evidence that political dynasties reduce or exacerbate poverty.
Introduction
"Political dynasty" refers to the situation wherein members of the same family are occupying elected positions sequentially for the same position or simultaneously across different positions.
Industrial countries also have their political dynasties; however, the phenomenon seems most prevalent in still developing and fairly "younger" democracies. The political science literature maintains that political dynasties, notably at the local government level, contribute to the deterioration of political competition and, consequently, contribute to poor socioeconomic outcomes. And there are several reasons that back up such a conclusion. For instance, political dynasties can be effective in preventing the people from communicating their real needs to their government. Political dynasties can weaken existing governance and 1 Other examples include India's Jawaharlala Nehru, daughter Indira Gandhi, her son Rajiv and daughter-in-law accountability mechanisms to secure their positions. More specifically, they can take advantage of state power for self-serving interests without fear of replacement or administrative sanctions.
They can also use state power to influence the selection of political leaders, thereby favoring individuals (who are often relatives) with political influence and preventing the best and the brightest from serving in the government, as well as biasing policies in favor of certain elite groups. Finally, the concentration of power is tantamount to a non-competitive political system, which development and political analysts view as a major obstacle hindering growth-and equityenhancing as well as poverty-reducing reforms. 2 However, recent economic development literature also notes that political dynasties imply extended time horizons for socio-economic reforms and enable adequate planning and implementation of policies with long-term goals. Politicians with short and/or tenuous tenures tend to shun the difficult but necessary reforms that pay-off in the future, instead yielding to populist demands in order to improve their chances of re-election. The extended time horizons of political dynasties-notably in the local government and in a highly decentralized governance context-afford them the longer reform runways necessary to pursue policies and programs that are critical to sustained, robust, and inclusive economic growth (c.f., Acemoglu and Robinson 2006; Rodrik 2007) . It is also possible that legacy-related goals linked to their political jurisdictions drive the behavior of dynastic politicians. Thus, the longer their tenure is, the more they tend to care about long term outcomes.
2 See, for example, Lacey (1993) , Cullinane (1994) , McCoy (1994a; 1994b) , Sidel (1997) , Coronel (1998; , Hutchcroft (1998) , Hutchcroft and Rocamora (2003) , Manacsa and Tan (2005) , Teehankee (2007) , Curato (2012) , Mendoza (2012) , and David (2013) .
Given both sets of arguments above, the net impact of political dynasties on social and economic outcomes remains an empirical question. Do political dynasties exacerbate poverty, or does poverty escalate political dynasties? So which one is the "chicken," and which one is the "egg"? This paper develops a pioneering dataset in the Philippines in order to analyze the links between political dynasties and poverty. It presents perhaps the first, and to our knowledge most comprehensive, data gathering effort to map the landscape of political dynasties at the local government (i.e. province) level in the Philippines. 3 Even if this study covers a specific country, the findings are still relevant to other developing countries that are similarly experiencing decentralization in the context of a developing democracy.
Our results provide strong evidence that poverty lead to more political dynasties. It is possible that poor economic conditions and the lack of viable economic opportunities reinforce existing systems of patronage politics. The poor, in essence, exchange their political capital for economic favors. Similarly, high levels of income and political inequality could prevent the majority of the population from posing any genuine competition to incumbent dynasties. Moreover, nondynasties may not be offering viable alternatives for reform, an interpretation that is consistent with anecdotal evidence that the existing political "rules of the game" are in part perpetuating traditional patron-client relationships, thus, ensuring the survival of existing political dynasties and encouraging the emergence of new political dynasties. On the other hand, the empirical findings herein also suggest that political dynasties, on average, do not seem to increase or decrease poverty.
3 Other empirical studies in the Philippines have not yet reflected the full mapping of political dynasties at the level of the local government (i.e. province). See, for example, Balisacan and Fuwa (2004), Querrubin (2010; 2011), and Mendoza et al (2012) that look at political dynasties in the country at the aggregate level.
The rest of the paper has four sections. Following the introduction, Section 2 presents a brief review of the literature on the relationship between political dynasties and socioeconomic outcomes. Section 3 describes the methodology and the data used in the analysis. Section 4 elaborates on the findings. The last section presents the implications of the findings and then concludes the discussion.
Review of Related Literature
There is an extensive literature on political dynasties per se. However, few studies examine the impact of political dynasties on socio-economic outcomes. The bottom line questions pertain to causality: Are political dynasties responsible for persistent poverty (i.e., perpetuating the status quo, weakening democratic competition and accountability, and undermining meritocracy and competitiveness); or, does poverty generate political dynasties (i.e., strengthening patron-client relations defined by a dependence of the poor on political patrons and preventing the emergence of new leaders with possibly better skills)? In this section, we briefly discuss three sets of literature, covering political self-perpetuation, the links between political dynasties and socioeconomic outcomes, and the role played by education and media in politics. Taken together, these studies piece together a framework on how to tackle the questions posed earlier.
Self-perpetuation
Political dynasties exist in many democracies, and there appears to be strong evidence on elected officials' ability to self perpetuate. Dal Bo et al. (2009) Rossi (2009) in Argentina also finds evidence that a longer tenure in office is positively associated with having a relative serving in the same office in the future. Longer tenure increases the probability of a relative in a future Congress. Name recognition is an important asset in the perpetuation of a political dynasty and, in fact, a common surname dominates the advantage of a longer tenure in raising the probability of establishing a dynasty.
Furthermore, Asako et al. (2010) develop a theoretical model of the behavior of dynastic politicians with inherited political advantages. They predict that, first, dynastic candidates possess an electoral advantage over non-dynastic candidates and, second, dynastic politicians pursue distributional programs but do not promote sustained growth because spending on redistribution programs tend to be small. 6 These authors attempt to validate their theoretical 5 Previously, Argentine Senators had nine-year terms. The Argentine Constitution required the renewal of a third of the chamber every three years. In order to accomplish this, they randomly allocated one third of the senators elected in 1983 to three-year terms and another one third to six-year terms. This exogenous assignment of terms is not associated with the characteristics of the Senators, hence serving as a viable identification strategy.
6 These results are consistent Solon et al. (2009) , who studied the public education and health spending of Philippine Governors elected in 1992 , 1995 . Solon et al. (2009 Mendoza, et al. (2012) uncovers evidence that political dynasties in the 15th Congress won by much larger margins of victory, and tended to be wealthier. Nevertheless, they also find that Philippine provinces with higher levels of political dynasties also display higher levels of election, and in this case using a logit framework and panel data on Philippine governors for [1992] [1993] [1994] [1995] [1996] [1997] [1998] . Their results suggest that an increase in development-oriented projects (specifically expenditures on health care and public works) would tend to increase the probability of reelection, especially in the lower income provinces. 8 Interestingly, provincial per capita income tends to grow less in the provinces with weaker political competition, whether among rival dynasties, or between dynastic and non-dynastic candidates. This latter conclusion seems to confirm a result of Dal Bo et al. (2009) contrast to those of the non-dynastic and progressive groups, which typically advance the messages of empowerment, self-help, accountability, and voter responsibility.
More recently, Ravanilla (2012) finds evidence that political dynasties may use public funds to support allies and their clan members. His analysis of the disbursement of the constituent development fund (CDF) of legislators-the so-called "pork barrel"-tends to favor local patrons, particularly mayoral partisan allies in their districts. Such a skewed allocation of resources could also potentially weaken the chances to attain policy objectives such as poverty reduction, as argued by Mendoza, et al. (2012) . Hence, self-perpetuation and (less robust) poverty reduction outcomes appear linked to each other, even as it appears that political patrons are trying to spend public funds in a "pro-poor" way.
Political dynasties and poverty
There are few rigorous empirical studies on the causal links between political dynasties and poverty as well as other socio-economic outcomes (e.g., Asako et al. 2010; Balisacan and Fuwa 2004) . In the Philippines, Balisacan and Fuwa (2004) study economic growth and poverty reduction in the provinces between 1988 and 1997, examining a number of possible factors behind this, which includes the prevalence of political dynasties at the provincial level. They interpret political dynasties (measured as the proportion of provincial officials related to each other by blood or affinity) as a proxy for political competition, i.e. there is lack of political competitiveness if there are more dynasties. Among the initial economic conditions in their regression framework, they find a negative association between the initial level of human capital stock (as measured by the child mortality rate) and provincial consumption per capita.
Moreover, Balisacan and Fuwa (2004) also find a positive link between initial inequality and land distribution to income growth. Their political dynasty variable is associated with a statistically significant negative effect on subsequent per capita income growth. Their result, they argue, is in line with the literature on Philippine politics, asserting that the Philippines'
uncompetitive political system has become one of the major factors behind poor policies and lackluster economic performance. However, these same authors find very little evidence of a link between political dynasties and poverty at the provincial level. 9 The authors note that there is much scope for improving on their empirical analysis, considering that the construction of their political dynasty variable relied on interviews rather than from actual identification of political dynasties using a clear-cut definition.
Education and media
The political science literature also helps shed light on some of the possible reasons behind these empirical results. Teehankee (2007) , for example, argues that the emergence and persistence of political dynasties stems from the highly unequal socio-economic structure of Philippine society and the failure of the country to develop a truly democratic electoral and party system. Weak institutions and their associated outcomes-such as poor education attainment-also contribute in enhancing the political strength of small elite groups. The inability of the majority to contest the elite sets the stage for the emergence of numerous political dynasties.
The above view emphasizes how poverty and inequality operate to generate a demand for patrons. In an environment beset with aggregate economic shocks and crises, and absent a strong social safety net (e.g. unemployment insurance, health insurance, redistributive transfers), the poor have little recourse but to seek support from local patrons. This situation helps in entrenching personality-based politics and governance. Hence, political dynasties may be a manifestation of economic inequalities in the political sphere (Mendoza 2012) .
Meanwhile, Coronel (2007) suggests that a combination of factors like wealth, popularity, political machinery, alliances, myth, and violence contribute to the formation of political dynasties. 10 In addition, Sidel (1997) notes that Philippine politicians have to spend an inordinate amount of money to have an effective campaign because of the need to combat and/or engage in vote buying, electoral fraud, and coercion. 11 In turn, access to elected office opens opportunities and resources to enable political dynasties to consolidate and expand their economic and power bases (McCoy 1994a (McCoy , 1994b . 12 Coronel also argues that popularity often plays a prominent role in the establishment of political dynasties in the country, especially for national-level politics.
Media thus plays an important role in promoting certain "personalities", helping to solidify name recall among the electorate. Teehankee (2007) posits that the primacy of the media in elections has enabled a number of politicians to build the foundations of their dynasties upon their projected public images. Name recall and recognition serve to cultivate the image of a candidate, 10 The annex of this paper contains selected examples of Philippine political dynasties and a schematic mapping of one political clan.
11 Querubin (2010) finds that dynastic incumbents were about 50 percent richer than non-dynastic ones.
12 Filipino elite families succeeded in transforming their entrepreneurial success as political success in both the local and national level, or vice versa. See, for example, McCoy (1994a).
reinforce political viability, and facilitate the emergence of a political dynasty. Most analysts also concede that this has created strong incentives for politicians to promote name recognition through various means, including by seeking to "label" programs and projects like infrastructure (schools, health centers, and roads) and transportation (ambulances and utility vans).
Indeed, the work of Schaffer (2002) Voting in the Philippines. He further observes that many of the information and advertising materials seem quite patronizing to the poor, many of whom claim to be offended by the presumption that the poor are willing to sell their votes. Indeed, the study participants insist that they would like a measure of respect and compassion shown to them, by way of the candidates' manner of dealing with voters, their political slogans and statements, and their demeanor toward the poor. Perhaps, these political interactions which are more agreeable to voters are more easily adopted and developed over time among the dynastic groups (who enjoy the benefit of extensive inter-generational political experience); and much less likely so for the non-dynastic groups. It is also likely, in our view, that reform-minded politicians will face challenges in changing mindsets as far as patron-client relationships are concerned. Indeed, attempts to correct these longengrained relationships appear insensitive to the conditions of the poor (Clarke and Sison, 2003) .
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Methodology and Data
In this paper, we juxtapose two regression models in order to examine the relationship between political dynasties and poverty with the Philippines as a case study. Briefly, the first model takes on a standard neoclassical growth setup and the other relies on the political science variables concerning the development and persistence of political dynasties. The juxtaposition of the two models enables us to do a more comprehensive test on the direction of causality between political dynasties and socio-economic outcomes.
Our analysis in particular leverages a particularly rich dataset at the sub-national level. We take this strategy in order to ensure comparability of income and poverty at the same level of aggregation, control for aspects of the political system like degree of competitiveness among political actors, and account for bias due to the correlation between initial income level and unobserved individual (province level) specific effects. This strategy indirectly also corrects for unobserved characteristics. Provincial-level data likewise controls for differences in geographic, and to some extent, cultural and ethnographic characteristics. Accordingly, we circumvent any heterogeneity brought about by, say, technology and preferences (c.f., Balisacan and Fuwa 2004) .
Factors behind poverty, including indicators of political dynasties
The first regression model essentially follows the setup in Balisacan and Fuwa (2004) . Thus, positions are non-dynasties, then DYNHERF will take the value 14-that is,
2 . DYNHERF is a more nuanced indicator of the concentration of political power because it puts greater weight on those political clans with larger shares of the total positions (while also considering the other "fat" dynasties in the province). In the Philippines, this nuance is important because some provinces are dominated by just one large clan, while in others, several medium-sized clans are present. Table 1 is a summary of the variables, including their definitions and sources. The expected result from Equation 1 is as follows. First, political dynasties could have a strong positive association with poverty incidence. This expectation draws from the view that an increase in political dynasties implies a decrease in political competition, in turn reflecting a tendency for weaker accountability. On the other hand, political dynasties might also possess a long runway for reform, as well as legacy motivations, in turn suggesting a negative relationship with poverty.
That is, due to their long runway for policy reforms, political dynasties could be more successful in reducing poverty.
In addition, we expect the lagged measures of human capital to be negatively associated with poverty incidence. Higher levels of human capital are associated with better access to a wider array of socioeconomic opportunities and outcomes. Furthermore, higher scores on institutional variables translate into lower levels of poverty incidence.
[INSERT 
Factors behind political dynasties, including poverty
The second regression model identifies the possible factors that influence the prevalence of political dynasties as described in the economics and political science literature (refer again to Section 2). However, the possibility of endogeneity between poverty and political dynasties necessitates the use of instrumental variables in the regression analysis. Specifically, we use the average annual rainfall in each province and the distance of a province to the capital city, Manila, as instruments for poverty. In this case, the pattern of regional economic development in the Philippines reflects the positive correlation between rainfall and distance from the capital city, with poverty. More importantly, rainfall is a useful instrument for our analysis because it has no association whatsoever with election outcomes since Philippine elections take place in the middle of the dry season and voters would not be expected to attribute the average level of rainfall to incumbent officials. In addition, given that elections are held during the summer in the Philippines, voter turnout is not expected to be affected by inclement weather. While it can be argued that climatic shocks such as severe droughts and typhoons could dramatically decrease agricultural output, aggravate poverty in agricultural communities, and consequently, reinforce patron-client relationships, the instrumental variable under consideration is the average rainfall and not the minimum or the maximum amount of rainfall. These instruments are thus not expected to be associated with dynastic prevalence in the country. 14 Furthermore, no statistically significant relationships were found upon regressing the dynasty variables against the chosen instruments.
Our regression model is thus:
( 2) where the dynasty indicators include DYNSHA, DYNLAR, and DYNHERF and the right-hand side indicators represent factors that contribute to the prevalence of political dynasties. 15 The dynasty indicators under consideration in this section (as distinct from the previous regression model) were generated from official election data for the 2010 elections (c.f., Section 2.1). More specifically, dynastic officials refer to those officials elected in 2010 with relatives in 2010 and 2007-that is, we turn to a different period for the dynasty variable in order for it to cohere with the period of the explanatory variables being utilized in the analysis.
14 These instruments are common in the literature that examines poverty and income, as both tend to be endogenous with other contextual variables (e.g., Acemoglu and Robinson 2006) . 15 It is possible that for contiguous provinces a positive correlation in political competition exists (e.g., Capuno et al. 2012 ). We thus re-estimate Equation 2 with a contiguity matrix to control for common border effects. The findings, however, are not qualitatively different from those that excluded a continuity matrix. The results are available upon request. We also introduce other controls to test the robustness of the poverty-dynasty relationship. They include a measure of human development (HDI1), education using primary and secondary student to teacher ratios (EDUC08), and average per capita income in 2006 (PCI06). Higher average income, human development and education could mean a reduced demand for protection and support from a patron and, as consequence, new leaders emerge, leading to the creation of a more competitive political environment.
Again, Table 1 presents a summary of the definition of variables and their sources. The expected result from Equation 2 is as follows. Higher poverty incidence is likely to be associated with the prevalence of political dynasties. A greater proportion of the electorate living below the poverty line provides political dynasties more opportunities to engage in transactional politics, possibly exploiting the absence of a social safety net and the poor people's need for protection and support.
We also introduce a variable representing the number of AM Radio Stations in a province taking from the argument that a stronger media presence in a province helps in leveling the political playing field, which contributes to the decrease political dynasties. A stronger media would afford the electorate (1) more opportunities to promote transparency and (2) provide a viable means to hold errant officials accountable. The variable ARMM is a control for the sociopolitical structure and history that include hereditary and hierarchical leadership structures (e.g.
sultanates) in southern Philippines. Finally, the measures of human development such as education, HDI, and per capita income can lead to a decline in political dynasties because they help weaken patron-client relationships and systems of transactional politics.
Results

Do political dynasties cause more poverty?
Tables 2 to 4 present the regression results for Equation 1. Similar to Balisacan and Fuwa (2004) , we also find evidence that the initial per capita expenditure is positively associated with the change in average poverty headcount (p < 0.05). Notice, though, that the size of the coefficient on the initial per capita expenditure is increasing when there are additional variables in the model. This pattern not only reveals a strong poverty hysteresis in the Philippines but also bolsters our findings on the reverse causality of political dynasty (below). As with Balisacan and Fuwa (2004) , too, agrarian reform is positively associated with the change in average poverty headcount (p < 0.01). This result confirms the argument that land distribution is fundamental for poverty reduction in the country. The coefficient on agricultural terms of trade turns out to have no statistical effect on poverty reduction, a finding that diverges from Balisacan and Fuwa (2004) .
[INSERT TABLES 2 TO 4 HERE]
The results for DYNSHA, DYNLAR, and HYNHERF indicate no statistical significance at all, albeit the estimated coefficients all have negative signs. The results suggest that political dynasties and poverty are independent processes, especially when compared to non-dynasties.
Conversely, the results also suggest that the non-dynasties are not offering a "better" alternative in terms of reducing poverty. Indeed, this interpretation coheres with the observation that most political parties in the Philippines are not strong platforms for promoting and sustaining policies that benefit the poor. Instead these parties are viewed by some analysts are more interested in introducing policies that entrench political dynasties. Even some non-traditional and nondynastic politicians elected to office appear to be evolving as traditional politicians and forming their own political dynasties. The results indicate that both poverty incidence and per capita income are not determinants of DYNSHA (both p = n.s.) but they are determinants of DYNLAR and of DYNHERF (both p < 0.05). These findings suggest that increased income poverty does not cause political dynasties to emerge; but, rather, it contributes to the expansion of the largest and strongest political dynasties.
Given that the poor are vulnerable to political patronage and manipulation, worsening, if not unchanging, poverty can turn out to be beneficial to political dynasties. Since the largest political dynasties are generally those that have cultivated the most extensive networks of patronage, accumulated the most political and financial capital, and have the access to the better organized political machineries, they are therefore in the best position to exploit the vulnerable sectors.
Underpinning this patron-client relationship is a complex set of interactions that benefit dynastic politicians and their progeny. We thus surmise that political dynasties have mastered the art of interacting with voters in a respectful and compassionate manner as well as the art of displaying a facade of identification with the poor. In our own assessment, the next generation politicians actually learn this art from the older generations of politicians through exposure and participation (with some starting at a very young age). In addition, a history of violence and intimidation help create an impression that patrons ensure peace and order in the locality, or prevent even more injustice and poverty from taking place. It is, of course, usual to see for voters in conflict-prone areas of the Philippines to favor "strongmen" and their progeny in order to prevent more "competitive" but potentially more violent elections from taking place (c.f., Sidel, 1994; Beckett 1994; Bentley 1994) .
Arguably, then, improvements in the economic conditions of Filipinos do not necessarily lead to the dissolution of political dynasties or prevent the emergence of new political dynasties. Real economic improvement can nevertheless help weaken political dynasties in the long run by preventing them from further entrenching themselves in elective positions and subordinating government institutions to political agendas of their families.
While poverty incidence and per capita income explain DYNLAR and DYNHERF, the size of the coefficients is small to indicate significant impact. We thus argue that economic interventions have to generate dramatic increases in income in order to obtain meaningful decreases in the influence of the largest and strongest political dynasties. This view is consistent with the notion that the development interventions in the short run must also focus on improving political democracy-that is, strengthening democratic institutions and encouraging more active citizen participation in democratic processes-rather than just targeting poverty (even as the latter is important).
Moreover, we find the variable AM Radio Stations is a determinant of DYNSHA, DYNLAR, DYNHERF (at least p < 0.10 for all), with a positive coefficient on DYNSHA but negative on both DYNLAR and DYNHERF. We argue that AM Radio Stations cultivate an environment that is conducive to the emergence of new political dynasties that represent alternatives to the larger and stronger political dynasties but nonetheless maintaining the political environment controlled by elites. Increases in the number of AM Radio Stations, therefore, promote political competition but only amongst the political dynasties. Still, we also argue that this situation may be an artifact of the poor development of political party system in the Philippines that political dynasties regardless of their size are able to exploit (c.f., Manacsa and Tan 2005; Teehankee 2007 ).
Education is significant but only in regressions that include AM Radio Stations (p < 0.10). The coefficients are positive involving DYNLAR and DYNHERF but negative involving DYNSHA.
A possible explanation for this pattern involves the influence of political dynasties in the local public education system, which offers numerous opportunities to cultivate patronage through the granting of scholarships and infrastructure expenditure support. Indeed, as noted by Solon et al. Likewise, Ravanilla (2012) finds evidence of such pattern-that is, legislators use their pork barrel to benefit political allies and to those that can readily assign credit to the source of funds.
Given strong norms for reciprocity and personal indebtedness, the increased investments in the local public education system help strengthen further the dominant political dynasties. Indeed, this view runs counter to the position that an education program for the electorate can translate into more informed choices and less political dynasties elected into office.
Finally, the coefficients of ARMM are positive and significant across all the regressions (p < 0.05). The findings are consistent with view that the distinct configuration of leadership and social dynamics within the region allows for the emergence and success of large and strong political dynasties (Beckett, 1994; Bentley, 1994) .
Conclusion
Political dynasties co-exist with weak political competition, poor accountability, concentration of political power, and perpetuation of patron-client relations and traditional politics. Under such conditions, political dynasties contribute to persistent-or in some cases even worse-poverty conditions in a country. On the other hand, it is also true that poor people, who constitute large segments of the voting population, are likely to support political patrons who provide them support that seem difficult to obtain from government. This pattern takes place under conditions of poverty and extreme vulnerability, further exacerbated by the lack of a social safety net. The self-perpetuation of political dynasties is thus understandable when patron-client relationships characterize politics. This complex relationship suggests that political dynasties play a role in exacerbating poverty, or poverty itself enables the self-perpetuation of political dynasties.
In this paper, we construct metrics of political dynasties in the Philippines and analyze them using regression analysis. Our findings indicate strong evidence that severe poverty leads to the prevalence of political dynasties. We argue that patron-client relationships are the recourse of the poor and, in turn, reinforce the self-perpetuation of political dynasties. In fact, the evidence also suggests that areas with more poor people tend to have many political dynasties as well.
Yet, we also find evidence that the presence of political dynasties per se may not necessarily be causing poverty. That is, political dynasties neither reduce nor increase poverty. We argue that this pattern is an indication that the non-dynasties are not offering a better alternative to political dynasties. In other words, it is difficult to recognize whether the approach of political dynasties to reform benefit the poor in the end. As such, given the choice between dynasties and nondynasties, the poor choose the former because, at least, they receive very tangible support that government failed to provide. Indeed, anecdotal and other evidence indicate that the political "rules of the game" continue to perpetuate patron-client relationships (or at least fail to correct these with alternative models). The proliferation of new political dynasties thus takes place. It is also likely that reform-minded non-dynastic politicians are unable to make a dent on poverty considering that the political status quo remains unchanged. In this environment, it would not be surprising if the poor become less and less attracted to non-dynasties.
The empirical findings in this paper therefore suggest that comprehensive poverty reduction and social protection programs are crucial for building an inclusive democratic structure in the Philippines. Addressing the structural dependence of the electorate is a step toward changing the patron-client environment to one wherein voters are less dependent on patrons or political dynasties. Indeed, studies have shown that the share of dynastic leaders decline over time as a country reaches higher level of economic development (Dal Bo et al. 2009 ). Nevertheless, subnational efforts to push reforms may produce highly uneven results, and may not necessarily be compatible with the incentives of political dynasties that seek to tighten their grip on local politics. These reforms must leverage the media to the extent that they contribute to leveling the 28 political playing field while, at the same time, promoting stronger accountability and better governance.
In addition to poverty reduction, political reforms are also very critical in helping families and communities break out of the dynasty-poverty trap. Alternative political candidates need the support of genuine political parties so they have a platform to convey their message of reform and non-traditional politics, built on empowerment, participation and accountability against patron-client relationships that thrive on poverty and inequality. Once elected, the same leaders also need genuine political parties in order to accomplish their reform agenda, if they are to win hearts and minds on lasting reform. 
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